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ANOTHER COUNTRY
by Charlie Finch

nother Country s the il of 2 renosined James
Batduin novel and the term also gaseribes the itary of
Afrcan-American art 11 she last 100 years. I is 3 hdden
history and a singular esthetic, best amboried i

Beauford elaney's porrts, Romre Bearcen's collages
o Southern e and Jacab Lavrence's Migration" senes.

i wiork can be descrihed s 2 ane-dimens onal
pictorills in service to 3 il dimensionl Human
Story. It s reductiv, trtaly colorul, tigntly
Semaphorical, integrated it the picture plane, bath
mourni and hopeful in theme. Hou remarkable that
ew extibitons Laldly rference anc davelop the work of
hace black masters: Hicka ene Thomas al Lenmans
Piaupin and Willarn Vlango ol Susan Tnglll,

Each of these young artists borrows the cutaat motit
fram Bearen - Thomas assembling pa t, pastic and
incleum on & wosden bese and Vilalongo coking out
colortl piasticing and miors ino borerphic forms
Vihile the rhythin of their visual inspiratia 3 dstinely
Sbstract, a71d even advances i busy praxi of a panter
ke Dan Schuiz the thame o Hickia and Wil
fourative and hitorica, with Vilalango paying visual
ibute 1o cons o5 varied as Dred Scoll and Gueen
Nefert while Thomas fs grounded in the voluptuary of
Angela Davis and Pam Grer.

Wha: these atists are duing is asserting the primacy
Cyek agant) of Arican transcendence 35 the brue sinificr
of American aythentily. That shey 40 not ecl the nced
10 braak frao F-om the stark profics of Law-onca or tho
raw Visages of Delaney demonstrates the continued
norance of th at eites to Afican-American arists of
al eras, such as Carl Holty, Faith Ringaold and Renee
Cox, among a cast of thousands.

3ust a5 America would fnaly lect 3 black resident
When o Sane whie fela #oulc want the Job, 53 the
Chelses at ditrct advances Thomes and Vilaiang
When the Market for s art has dned up. Borh of tese
st Tave waited five ar s years for & prominent iew
Vork salo show. 11 work tht 1 calorul, oG,
hisoriclly necessary and Ceeply respectul of thelr
forahears, ickey and Wil asa dellvered. ~ne question
s, Wl you?”

Willsn Vilalongo, Mar. 26 May 2, 2009, o Susan
Inglel Galery, 552 West 24th Sireet, New York, N.Y.
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