Cruz, Araceli, VILLAGE VOICE, “Jackass Primeval”, 29 May 2008.

Jackass Primeval
Long before Johnny Knoxville risked a scraped elbow or stubbed toe for the sake of MTV, there was performance artist Chris Burden. In the early '70s, Burden (a Yale attendee and UCLA professor) performed several acts in which he subjected himself to being shot and risked drowning, burning, and electrocution. You could say his performance pieces were a true reality show, in which spectators could either intervene or merely stand back, aghast. Jack*%ss, a group exhibition, explores the work of Burden and other artists who have tested the limits of their own bodies, such as lying in the middle of a burning five-pointed star or climbing to the end of a branch until it gives. The exhibition features photographs, film, and sculpture. Through August 1, Susan Inglett Gallery, 522 West 24th Street, 212-647-9111, free ARACELI CRUZ
